
Chairman’s Report to the WHSPAA Executive, 25th October 2010
Introduction

This is our first Executive meeting since the AGM so, welcome, to all previous and new members.
Again, this summer of 2009 many of our organisations provided a wide range of activities and the autumn season has started off with as  much if not more activity than usual.  

I think, with all the changes since our AGM and the Election, 6th May, it is worth reviewing the National, County and Local scenes and their impacts for us.
National Scene

By the time we meet we will know the top level implications of the Government’s Spending Review but I suspect it will take weeks to know the full implications at national (including sports NGBs), county and local levels for us.  Whatever the outcome, the main threads for us seem likely to be reduced funding and more expectation to deliver on the Big Society.  However, the roll-out of 46 national governing bodies’ Whole Sport Plans funded by £480M until 2013 are still in place, some with some reductions, no doubt.  The Olympics, Paralympics and the consequent ‘Legacy’ are only a short while away so these are likely to provide some bolstering in the face of austerity.
Indeed, the Government are supporting Schools Olympics and would like more inter-schools league matches.

The previous government’s Home Office Vetting & Barring scheme has been put on hold and CRBs are still the required documentary evidence (as well as good hiring and monitoring practice). 

Regionally, ‘Culture First’ a Culture and Sport Improvement Network for the East, has received 3-year’s funding for five priorities:-

i) supporting culture and sport services on their improvement journey

ii) driving efficiency and shared service opportunities for culture and sport

iii) sharing learning, intelligence and good practice across the sector

iv) developing leadership and advocacy, supporting elected members

v) demonstrating the impact of culture and sport in improving local priorities

 County Scene
Our County Sports Partnership is currently looking to where their funding will come from for the future.  While they have nominal support it is possible there may be cuts.
Although it is still fairly, new, the reorganisation of the NHS will, we believe, put Public Health themes (like obesity, lack of exercise) into the control of a countywide organisation under Herts County Council.  Whether this will encourage more physical activity remains to be seen.

Herts Physical Activity Alliance: was started in 2009, to increase healthy physical activity with the target of 4% more adults doing 5 x 30 min. per week by 2012. However, in the light of recent changes, the strategy (currently ‘Framework’) document has had several revisions, been presented to HACO and now awaits the Government’s Strategic Review before finalisation.

Local Scene

Our Schools Facilities
We have actively supported our Borough Council’s facilities planning consultation and strategy and there was a well supported consultation meeting in July at HSV. 

However, the cancellation of our Building Schools for the Future programme has obviously had a negative impact on our Sports Facility Plans. Grant Shapps, in opposition supported the need for BSF in WH, and stated 5th May: ‘‘I fully recognise that much of the infrastructure in many of the schools in my area requires urgent updating.’

The cancellation is not only detrimental for our schools (only one of our secondary schools has a 4-court hall) but also for our community use and our desire to increase participation. Grant wrote to me, 10th September, “I’m seeking all the facts and also making it my business to meet up with all of our schools in order to assess the current situation.”
WHSPAA representation on our Borough Council’s management organisations:

Welwyn Hatfield Alliance (our Borough Council’s Local Strategic Partnership) it is reviewing its format and representation.

Cultural Consortium  which draws its Action Plan from the borough’s representative organisations.:  WHSPAA reports our achievements (or otherwise) into the Consortium’s monitoring process.

Report

Since our last meeting we have:

Sports Brochure published in June: 5000 copies distributed widely, some still available.

Supported and Attended the Facilities Consultation, July 

ACTIVATE  Disability (Sport) Forum: amalgamated 9th September

Health and Wellbeing Day support, 9th September 

Over the Summer WHSPAA and Activate amalgamated with mutual advantages for both.

Kaleidoscope Attendance, July: 250 Sports Brochures distributed and 

Newsletter Published, September: 1200 copies in full colour distributed 

Club Forum on Grants, Funding and Marketing, September: 30 clubs attended

Website launched, September.  A full report in meeting.
Sporting Heroes exhibition support: at Campus West and ongoing

