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Chairman’s Report to WHSPAA Executive Meeting 18th April 2011
Introduction

We still have a vacancy for secretary: all offers and suggestions are welcome.  
National Scene

The reduced funding to sport and physical activity is having more adverse impacts in some other districts than ours, (some local authority sports centres, for example, have closed at weekends) but the impact of the cuts are just beginning.  The partial reprieve of School Sports Partnerships is yet to pan out as there is much confusion. The 46 national governing bodies of sport that have Whole Sport Plans and Sport England funding are having cuts but of varying amounts around 20%.
County Scene
The reorganisation of the NHS putting Public Health themes (like obesity, lack of exercise) into the control of a countywide organisation under Herts County Council is still to be clarified. 
School Sports Partnership Competition Managers, including SCM, Tony Marmo, were made redundant, 31st March (except where a few special arrangements exist).  

Our Regional Physical Activity Alliance, has lost Dr Roz Fitches, Regional Physical Activity Coordinator, and this has become a part-time role for her successor, Nick Clarke. Roz has a left a number of documents on the website to enable people to understand the impact of the lack of physical activity and potentially use this to justify projects.
Herts other Community Sports Networks continue to thrive in varying degrees and the HSP-lead, ‘CSN Leads’ meetings are useful for sharing and comparing practices and ideas.
Pilots of the Olympic-style games in schools have been successful (from what I’ve seen and heard) and it is very likely that next academic year sports tournaments will occur in their natural winter or summer settings. 

Local Scene

The Active People Survey results for 2010-11 released 17th March show no statistically significant change in 3 times 30 minute participation for Welwyn Hatfield.  It certainly feels like there has been an increase but that’s probably just because WHSPAA people seem to be so busy and effective at delivering sport and physical activity.

Facilities
The Borough Council’s facilities planning team lead by Matt Rayner, has produced a mammoth 259 page study report that, following further meetings, will lead to our Borough’s strategy.
WH School Sports Partnership
Following our Campaign Group’s meeting our MP, Grant Shapps, in January, to press for retention of SSPs or similar structures, Grant forwarded our concerns to, and we have had replies from, Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt, Minister for DCMS, 31st January, and Rt Hon Michael Gove, MP, Education Minister, 10th March.  Copies of their letters are on our website.
In my opinion the intention in the letter from Jeremy Hunt which states, ‘For the first time schools now have the freedom to choose how they deliver sport in schools’ is marred by the removal of the ring-fenced funding so that some schools will (owing to other priorities) be very likely to be delivering considerably less sport.
And Michael Gove’s letter shows that basic management principles in rolling out their proposals, have not been adhered to, giving rise to confusion for teachers and poorer outcomes than necessary (in an already very difficult situation). Unfortunately, in spite of the Government’s expressed intentions to the contrary, how and to what extent sport will be supported next academic year will not be known in many Herts schools until after 23rd May when schools will decide whether they can afford to spend the non-ring-fenced funding to (as MG states) ‘ensure the good work of school sports partnerships can be properly embedded’.
Updates

Club Forum, 24th January, School Sport and Volunteers’
Attendees heard how to obtain volunteers from: Steve Savva, Partnership Development Manager, WH SSSP, who also provided information on school PE contacts (now on our website), Carmen Dillon, CVS and Sana Meerza's colleagues from the University of Hertfordshire. Isobel Hatfield also from the CVS explained the opportunities for helping clubs with development.

WH Sports Awards, 7th February
A very enjoyable and successful evening, thanks particularly to all the participants and to organisers, Matt Rayner and Chloe Beckett.

Street Snooker, Launched at Moneyhole Lane, 22nd February

Street snooker was launched at Moneyhole Lane playing fields, by Olympic Badminton Silver medallist, Gail Emms (from Hitchin), Alfie Burden, IBSF World Snooker Champion and John Farnworth World Freestyle football champion together with a number of very enthusiastic youngsters.

Volunteer Recruitment at CVS, Hatfield, 7th March

I was hoping to find a new WHSPAA secretary from among the 20 volunteers.  One interested person replied but unfortunately have had no further contact. 

Hatfield Town Council Volunteer Awards, 6th April

This new scheme saw a young badminton leader, Max Crouch, receive an award.

CSN Leads Meeting 7th April 

Organised by HSP, this addressed: Coach Workshop programme, Sportivate, Sports Maker programme, CSN Insurance: the latter is a particular item for our Executive’s attention.
Whitehills (Welwyn) Opening Ceremony, 8th April

WHSPAA organised activities, mainly for juniors and provided information on available clubs and activities at the re-launch of this refurbished facility.  Hundreds of children attended – mainly outdoors as the weather was so good!

WH Olympians-Paralympians Banner and Webpage Project (ongoing)
I met with Jenny Oxley, Mill Green Museum, 12th April, to progress the project to have banner-stands and web pages of past and potential WH Olympians-Paralympians.  The banner-stands are intended to be used, particularly in the coming year, in schools and other public events to show what can be achieved by local people. Jenny has provided information and pictures that clubs and WH residents will hopefully be able to add to.
WHSPAA Sport and Physical Alliance Brochure 2011)

The publishers have confirmed another edition to be published in June. We are in a much better position this year owing to more clubs and improved accuracy from their updating their information on the website.  The deadline is the end of this month.

WHSPAA website (ongoing)
Continually updated by Matt and myself.  Also more clubs are adding their presence and keeping their details updated.  Our Facebook receives less of our attention but is getting interest from other Welwyn Hatfieldians.

Dave Bartlett, 12th April 2011
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