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Moonlight Football

Our successful moonlight football project was run from January to March this year, and was restarted on 1st April and will run till 13th May at Gosling, in partnership with Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council and Gosling Sports Park. The aim of the league has been to provide a fun and competitive activity for young people from ages 13 to18 on Friday nights. Apart from the health benefits, it gave young people an opportunity to participate in something they enjoy, playing alongside friends and team mates, whilst staying safe.
This has averaged 55 young people participating every Friday evening with a peak of 78 during the project. It’s been very good natured with some humorous team names with prizes being given for teams, and a shield for the winning team will be presented on the last session of the term. The project has been funded from Herts Sports Partnerships (HSP) Livewire funding, and from Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council. This project will restart again in the autumn.
Play Rangers
We have continued to run our outdoor play project “Play Rangers” during the February Half Term. Play Rangers is open to children from ages 6 to 12 (including their siblings). We use 5 open spaces such as parks in Welwyn Hatfield (one location per day), and offer a variety of outdoor sports activities such as, rounders, cricket, football, skittles, giant outdoors snakes & ladders set.  Also, arts and crafts such as, drawing & sketching, jewellery and kite making. The project is completely free for all the children. By popular demand we had maintained the additional rural sites at Newgate Street and Welham Green/North Mymms, which were a huge success with again good numbers and great feedback from children, parents and local councillors. We also started up at a new site at Digswell Park, thanks kindly to free indoor and outdoor access from Finesse Leisure.
We achieved an average attendance of 27 in February in the urban areas despite the poor weather conditions. The positive feedback received has shown the positive impact it has made for the children and their parents/guardians. The project will continue to run at 7 or 8 sites from Easter 2011 to February 2012. This is yet another successful partnership venture with Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council who has kindly funded the project, and with Finesse Leisure kindly giving permission and free access to their sites. This has also been match funded by Extended Schools.
Moneyhole Lane Park
The annual summer project will run from 20th May to 19th August and deliver a variety of diversionary activities for young people who are vulnerable and/or involved in anti-social behaviour.  The existing project has been successful at Moneyhole Lane Park for the past few years during the summer months and attracts 35-45 young people each Friday evening to participate. They will be engaged in a variety of sporting activities.  To make the project accessible for young people it will remain free of charge for those wishing to attend. 

The project would take place in the playing fields and the Kickabout court area which now has the added attraction of the new Street Snooker activity. The project is partnered with Youth Connexions who will assist with delivery, Finesse Leisure providing the venue and Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council that are kindly providing the funding. 

Hazel Grove Community Centre
The project will take place at Hazel Grove Community Centre. From 7.30-9.30pm, 27th May to 29th July 2011 for 10 weeks.

The project has been devised from the consultations with young people which were reviewed after last summer’s Moneyhole Lane Park Friday Night Project. The young people expressed a strong desire to have the option of a regular indoor facility to meet with their friends, ideally on a Friday night to avoid potential bad weather and somewhere safe.

The activities will include a choice of Street Dance, Fitness Circuits and receive health related information from our partnership team with Youth Connexions. The project will be free and inclusive for all young people aged from 11-19 years old of all abilities, genders and ethnic backgrounds. The project is funded by Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council.
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