  




Regional Growth Fund (England)

The Government has announced that the next funding round of the Regional Growth Fund is likely to open in February 2012, with the first successful bids likely to start receiving awards before the end of the year. 
The Regional Growth Fund is a discretionary £1.4bn Fund that will operate for 3 years between 2011 and 2014 to stimulate enterprise by providing support for projects and programmes with significant potential for creating long term private sector led economic growth and employment. In particular it will help those areas and communities that are currently dependent on the public sector make the transition to sustainable private sector-led growth and prosperity.  This can include a combination of large private sector players, SMEs and social enterprises working together with public partners. 
Successful applicants during the last bidding round include: 
· Nifco UK in Stockton on Tees in the North East, which will use £1.65 million of RGF support towards an £11 million project to equip a new factory and help the company move into the market for electric vehicle batteries. This is expected to create 128 new jobs and safeguard 158 current jobs
· e2v Technologies Limited in Chelmsford, Essex, will use £6.25 million of RGF support to boost its work developing microwave processing systems for a range of industrial applications in resource and energy intensive sectors.

http://www.bis.gov.uk/RGF
Local Sport Relief Grants (UK)

A large number of Community Foundations have announced that funding is available to local groups with an income of less than £100,000 per year and working for the benefit of disadvantaged and excluded communities. The funding which is being made available through the Sport Relief programme provides grants of between £500 and £1,000 to supports activities which build a sense of community, increase people's skills and increase their sense of achievement. Sport Relief is a programme supported by Comic Relief which is working with the Community Foundation Network across the UK to distribute the funding. 
The types of projects they will fund include: 
· Parent and toddler groups; dad and lads groups
· Equipment and material for youth groups
· Community festivals
· Cross generational work

· Befriending for older isolated people
· Lunch clubs
· Running costs for self help groups. 
Potential applicants will need to contact their local Community Foundation. 
The closing date for applications is the 9th March 2012 for many of the Community Foundations.  However, applicants should contact their local community Foundation as the application closing date can vary. To access your local Community Foundation website please click on the link below.
http://www.communityfoundations.org.uk/community_foundations/map/
Steven Gerrard Foundation Opens for Applications (UK)

Registered charities within the UK, that run projects working with disadvantaged children can apply for grants of up to £10,000 per year for up to 3 years through the Steven Gerrard Foundation. The primary goal of the Steven Gerrard Foundation (SGF) is to support:

· Disadvantaged children including their education and health

· Children with disabilities

· Street children

· Children going through family breakdown.  
The SGF places emphasis on supporting projects which involve children in identifying their own issues and solutions, designing and monitoring projects.  
The closing date for applications is 5pm on the 9th March 2012.

http://www.stevengerrardfoundation.org/grants.htm
Funding for Schools to Develop European Partnerships (UK)

Under the European Commission’s Comenius Programme, funding is available to all secondary and special schools, as well as sixth form and further education colleges to develop partnerships with a similar institution within Europe. These partnerships have a language focus and must include a reciprocal exchange for pupils 12 years or older.   To help develop partnerships, schools can also apply for funding to attend seminars and preparatory visits to give UK schools the opportunity to start building the personal relationships on which a successful Comenius partnership depends.   Preparatory Visits are designed to pave the way for a Comenius partnership, so they must take place before the partnership application is submitted. They can take place at any time in the year. You should apply to the British Council at least 8 weeks before your intended visit.  Preparatory Visits can last for up to five days.  A Comenius Preparatory Visit grant is based on a flat-rate allowance to cover travel and living costs while on a visit. For applicants that attend a Contact Seminar, where the living costs are covered by a seminar fee, the grant will be based on real costs only.  
Applications can be submitted at any time until the 9th December 2012.

http://www.britishcouncil.org/comenius-preparatory-visits.htm
Sport England Small Grants Programme (England)

Formally constituted not-for-profit organisations and statutory bodies such as sports clubs, voluntary organisations, local authorities, schools and governing bodies of sport can apply for grants of between £300 and £10,000 through the Sport England Small Grants Programme.  The aim of the fund is to deliver new community projects to either grow or sustain participation in sport or to support talent development.  Priority will be given to projects that: 
· Increase the number of adults participating in moderate intensity sports

· Projects seeking to reduce the drop off rates for 16-19 year olds.  
Applications can be submitted at any time and decisions are usually made within ten weeks.

http://www.sportengland.org/funding/small_grants.aspx
Funding for Coalfields Communities (England, Scotland & Wales)

The Coalfields Regeneration Trust has announced that its level two grants programme is now closed to further applications.  However, grants of up to £5,000 are still available through the Trust’s Level grants programme.  Level 1 funding is available to community and voluntary organisations who can demonstrate that a grant will impact positively on people living in coalfield communities.  
The type of activities that can be funded include: 
· Improvements to a community facility

· A training project that teaches people a new skill or enables them to get a qualification
· Setting up a new or supporting an existing social enterprise
· An activity that gets people involved in physical activity or addresses a local health issue
· The establishment of a much needed new service or activity in a community
· The provision of childcare places for nursery, pre-school, after school activities and holiday schemes
· Activities that promote volunteering and get new people involved as volunteers.  
Applications can be submitted at any time.

http://www.coalfields-regen.org.uk/englandgrantinformation/default.asp
Free Training and Grants for New Breakfast Clubs (UK)

School staff' parents and group leaders that wish to set up a new breakfast club in a school or community facility can obtain free training to equip staff with the skills they need to start up and run a successful breakfast club. Following the training leaders will be able to apply for a Best Start Breakfast Club grant of £650 to get their new breakfast club up and running.  The funding is provided the education charity "ContinYou" in partnership with Kellogg's.  Kellogg's are also currently promoting their Give a Child a Breakfast campaign, which aims to raise £300,000 for new breakfast clubs by the end of 2012.

http://www.continyou.org.uk/school/breakfast_club_plus/funding/
Help the Hospices - One-off Capital Grant Programme (UK)

Following a bequest in a will, Help the Hospices has announced a new one-off grant programme to support the establishment of new hospice building(s) and start-up costs, such as the equipping of new hospices.  The fund is open to both adult and children’s hospices that are full members of Help the Hospices.  The total amount available for the grant programme is £579,000. There is no maximum level of grant that you can apply for, up to the amount available.  
The closing date for applications is the 18th March 2012.

http://www.helpthehospices.org.uk/our-services/grants/uk-grants/one-off-capital-grant-programme/
Call for proposals – Drug Prevention and Information Programme (UK)

The European Commission has announced a new call for proposals for “Action Grants” under its Drug Prevention and Information Programme.  Under this programme a total of €4,953,200 is available for transnational projects that prevent and reduce drug use, dependence and drug-related harm to health and society.   To be eligible for funding, projects require a minimum partnership of 2 eligible organisations from 2 different EU Member States and cannot have an initial duration exceeding 24 months.  EU funding cannot constitute more than of 80% of overall eligible project cost and requested amount under this call cannot be less than €75,000.  
The closing date for applications is 12 noon on the 17th April 2012.

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/grants/dpip_ag_2011_2012_en.htm
Funding for Entrepreneurship Education (UK)

The European Commission has issued a new call for proposals to promote entrepreneurship and the teaching of entrepreneurial skills within primary, secondary and tertiary education in Europe. Projects supported through this call for proposals will need to include;  
· fostering those personal attributes and cross-cutting skills that form the basis of an entrepreneurial mindset and behaviour; 
· raising the awareness of students about self-employment and entrepreneurship as possible career options; 
· and using practice-based methods, where students are involved in project work and/or in activities outside the classroom (linking them with the business world or with the local community).  
Projects to be supported will focus on one of the following objectives (priority areas): 
 
· Creating trans-European models for primary and secondary school teachers to support the development of their skills and methods in applying entrepreneurial learning to different teaching subjects and to different contexts.

· Developing, organising and executing cross-European training/education workshops for teachers of entrepreneurship at institutions of higher education (universities, colleges, business schools, universities of applied sciences, etc.).

· Creating a European online platform for teachers/educators to enable the cross-border exchange of good practice, methods and teaching materials in the field of entrepreneurship education.

· Developing and testing a European common framework of tools and indicators to assess entrepreneurial mindsets, attitudes and skills acquired by students in entrepreneurship education

Organisations that can apply for funding include national, regional and local authorities; educational institutions (primary and secondary schools, vocational schools, universities, etc.); NGOs, associations and foundations active in related fields; education and training providers (public and private); chambers of commerce and industry and similar bodies; and business associations and business support networks.  Applicants must act in a consortium with partner entities from at least two other countries.  The total amount of funding available to support this call is €2,450,000 and the maximum funding available ranges from €250,000 to €500,000 per project.  
The closing date for applications is the 16th April 2012.

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=5711&lang=en
‘Creme of Nature’ Community Action Award 2012 (UK)

Now into its fifth year, the Award is focused on those voluntary, faith and community groups, who make a difference to their community.  Applications are welcome from individuals to small groups. The 2012 Award will be £10,000. The first runner up will receive a cash award of £5,000. The second, third and fourth runner ups will receive £500 worth of Creme of Nature products.  The money can be used for a wide range of projects and activities. 
The closing date for applications is the 31st March 2012.  Each finalist must promote their cause and the one that gets the most online votes from the 1st May to the 18th May 2012 wins. Votes can come from anywhere in the UK.

http://www.communityactionaward.com/award.html
Digital Research and Development Fund for Arts and Culture (Scotland)

Creative Scotland, the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) and the National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts (NESTA) have announced the launch of a new £500,000  Digital R&D Fund for Scottish Arts and Culture.  The aim of the fund is to help projects harness digital technologies to connect with wider audiences and explore new ways of working.  Arts and cultural organisations of all sizes from across Scotland are being asked to work with those with digital expertise to help them understand the potential offered by new technologies and together develop innovative project proposals for submission to the new research fund. It is hoped that the research and development projects, supported by the Digital R&D Fund for Arts and Culture, will not only support Scottish cultural organisations to innovate to increase their audiences and revenues, but will also ultimately have the potential to produce new data and research insights that can be shared with, and benefit, other organisations in the arts and culture sector. Applications are invited from all sizes of arts and cultural organisation based in Scotland.  
To be eligible organisations must be either predominately publically funded and/or registered charities and want to work with digital technologies.  Applicants will be asked to take part in one of a series of workshops to be held in Perth on 6th March, Glasgow on 14th March and Edinburgh on 16th March to help them collaborate with potential technology partners. 
The closing date for applications is the 20th April 2012.

http://www.nesta.org.uk/digital_rnd_scotland
YouTube Digital Innovation Award (UK)

First Light works with young people from all over the UK to develop filmmaking skills has teamed up with YouTube to give young people aged 18-25 the opportunity to win £1,000 towards future filmmaking projects.  First Light are asking for submissions of short films, 3 minutes or under, that could be described as ‘digitally innovative’. Films submitted will be judged by YouTube and the 3 shortlisted filmmakers will be invited to attend the First Light Awards where the winner will be announced.  
The closing date for receiving both copies of the film and completed application form is by 1pm on Friday 24th February 2012.

http://www.firstlightonline.co.uk/news/youtube-digital-innovation-award/
Extra £10 Million Investment for Low Carbon Vehicle Technologies (UK)

An additional £10 million of grant funding is to be made available to research, develop and demonstrate technologies that will achieve significant cuts in carbon emissions from road transport.  The additional investment follows the decision by the Office for Low Emission Vehicles (OLEV) to channel the funding it has available for low carbon vehicle technology research and development through the Technology Strategy Board collaborative R&D Government in October means £25 million is now available to UK businesses to accelerate the commercialisation of low carbon vehicles.  Grants for each project are likely to range from £500,000 up to in excess of £5 million.  
The competition opens on the 20th February 2012 and expressions of interest must be submitted by 28 March 2012.

http://www.innovateuk.org/content/competition/low-carbon-vehicles-the-road-to-market.ashx
£1m Lottery Investment to Support City Of Culture Celebrations (Northern Ireland)

The Big Lottery Fund (BIG) announced a £1 million investment to support the first City of Culture celebrations in Derry~Londonderry next year.   
BIG will launch a small grants programme later this year which will support communities across Northern Ireland that want to play a part in the City of Culture celebrations in 2013.  Arts Council of Northern Ireland will also be contributing £100,000 Lottery funding to the programme which will fund projects that help develop people and communities, increase skills and activities and encourage talent.  Community organisations in Northern Ireland will be able to apply for funding to run arts and culture projects and activities that link in with the historic event and improve the lives of people in their own communities.
http://news.biglotteryfund.org.uk/pr_230112_ni_coc_city_of_culture_celebrations?regioncode=-uk&status=theProg&title=%C2%A31m%20Lottery%20investment%20to%20support%20City%20of%20Culture%20celebrations
Community Radio Fund (Wales)

The Welsh Government has announced the launch of a new funding round of the Community Radio Fund.   The fund has been created to help run community radio stations which have been granted a five-year broadcast licence by Ofcom (the Office of Communications in the UK).  There is one funding round each financial year for a duration of five years. Four rounds of funding have been allocated so far.  Seven community radio stations were awarded grants in 2011-12. Grants are awarded on a competitive basis.  The minimum grant that can be applied for is £5,000 but there is no upper limit.  
The closing date for applications is the 17th February 2012.

http://wales.gov.uk/topics/cultureandsport/mediapublishing/radiofund/?lang=en
ERASMUS MUNDUS 2012 - Call for Proposals (UK)

The European Commission has announced a new call for proposals under the Erasmus Mundus programme. 
Erasmus Mundus aims to enhance the quality of European higher education and to promote dialogue and understanding between people and cultures by developing higher education partnerships in other countries. The overall available amount under this call for proposals is approximately €1.5 million. This Call for Proposals aims to support projects under all three Actions of the programme these are: 
· Erasmus Mundus Joint Programmes
· Erasmus Mundus Partnerships
· Promotion of European higher education. 
The deadline for submission of applications under all three Actions is the 30th April 2012.

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/funding/2012/call_eacea_42_11_en.php
Funding To Support Poetry and Literature (UK)

The Clore Duffield Foundation has announced that the second funding round under its new £1 million programme to fund poetry and literature initiatives for children and young people across the UK is now open for applications.   
Through the programme, schools, FE colleges, community groups, libraries and other arts/cultural organisations can apply for grants of  between £1,000 and £10,000 to support participatory learning projects and programmes focused on literature, poetry and creative writing for under 19s.  
Projects that received funding under round 1 of the programme include: 
Wisbech and Fenland Museum which received a grant of £6,000 to work with local arts organisation, Atelier East, to run a Young Poet Laureate contest to enliven, empower and engage young writers in the Fenland area. 
The programme is due to run until 2015 with two funding rounds a year. 
The  next deadline for applications is the 17th April 2012.
http://www.cloreduffield.org.uk/page_sub.php?id=331&parent=35
Trust for London (London)

The Trust for London, a charitable organisation that exists to reduce poverty and inequality in London, has announced that the next closing date for applications to its grants programme is the 7th February 2012.  
Through its funding programmes grants are available to community and voluntary organisations that address the Trust’s priorities these are: 
· Improving employment opportunities for disadvantaged people
· Promoting the inclusion of recent arrivals to the UK; promoting social justice (policy change and campaigning work)
· Strengthening the skills of the voluntary and community sector.  
The Trust will also provide small grants for small groups in the areas of speaking out and campaigning activities – including: 
· Support for disability groups
· Promoting the inclusion and integration of recently established communities
· Mother-tongue and/or supplementary schools providing creative educational opportunities.  
The Trust provides approximately £6 million per year and there is no lower or upper limit of the level of funding that can be applied for.   However, the Trust will not normally make grants that exceed £100,000.

http://www.cityparochial.org.uk/tfl/index.html
Grants for Volunteering (London & Essex)

The Jack Petchy Foundation, which awards grants to programmes and projects that  benefit young people,  has announced that it wants to support young people who have to raise funds in order to be involved in a voluntary project or to participate in events that will benefit others in society.  The Foundation particularly wants to support those young people who may not otherwise have the opportunity to take part because of their personal circumstances, and to support projects that benefit others who may be disadvantaged in some way. The maximum grant available is £300 per person, and the Foundation will only fund up to 50% of the actual cost of a project. (The applicant will have to raise the balance.). 
The type of activities that could be supported include for example: 
· Helping out on a holiday or trip for other disadvantaged people

· Undertaking some voluntary service overseas or in your local community
· Joining a conservation project to improve the environment for others
· Organising a camp or exchange trip for other disadvantaged young people.  
Applications can be made at any time.

http://www.jackpetcheyfoundation.org.uk/?looking-for-funding/individual-grants-for-volunteering.html
Other Funding News

BIG Consults on Proposed Community and Voluntary Sector Capacity Fund (England)

To underpinn one of its key objectives ….”Supporting the voluntary and community sector (VCS) to become more effective” ; The BIG Lottery Fund has announced a consultation on how best to spend a new proposed £20 million fund designed to develop the capacity of the Community and Voluntary Sector as well as Social Enterprises.    To develop their thinking, BIG have published a discussion paper. This paper is for voluntary sector and social enterprise managers working in both frontline and infrastructure support and development organisations. It sets out BIG’s approach to ‘building capabilities within voluntary organisations’, and gives an opportunity for voluntary and other organisations to influence this approach.  This discussion paper includes a number of questions, which you can respond to through BIG’s online survey. You will be able to respond to these questions up to the 15th March 2012. BIG will publish a revised paper after this time, setting out more details of its plans for funding.
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/building_capabilities
Funding Reminders
Starbucks Youth Action Programme (UK)

Young People between the ages of 16 – 24 that wish to make a positive difference within their community, can apply for grants of up to £2,000 through the Starbucks Youth Action programme.  
The programme is open to young people for projects in: 
· Greater London
· Belfast
· Birmingham
· Bristol

· Cardiff

· Dublin

· Edinburgh

· Leeds

· Manchester.  
Previous projects supported include: 
Introducing bee-hives to an inner-city park in Manchester, tackling cyber-bullying in Cardiff; and supporting cheer-leaders in Kensington.  
The closing date for applications is 9 am on the 5th March 2012.

http://starbucks.co.uk/responsibility/community/youth-action
Funding to Tackle Violence Against Women and Children (UK)

The European Commission has launched a new call for proposals under the Daphne III Programme 2007 - 13. The overall aim of Daphne III is to contribute to the protection of children, young people and women against all forms of violence including sexual exploitation and trafficking in human beings. 
Under this call for proposals a total of €25.8 million of funding is available to support transnational projects that meet the objectives of the Daphne III programme. Projects require a minimum partnership of 2 organisations from 2 different Member States and cannot have an initial duration exceeding 24 months. Funding under the Daphne III Programme is available to non-profit private organisations and public authorities and institutions (local authorities at the competent level, university departments and research centres).  EU funding cannot constitute more than of 80% of overall eligible project cost and requested amount under this call cannot be less than €75,000.  
The closing date for applications is the 23rd March 2011.

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/grants/daphne_call_for_proposals_action_grants_2011_2012_en.htm
New £50 Million Business Angel Fund (England)

The £50m Business Angel Co Investment Fund has announced that it is now open for business. 
The fund has been created with a grant from the Regional Growth Fund has been designed and established by a consortium of private and public bodies with expertise in business angel investment. It is a private sector body with clear objectives to boost the quality and quantity of business angel investing in England, and to support long-term, high quality jobs in high growth companies.  The fund is able to make initial equity investments of between £100K and £1M to SMEs alongside syndicates of business angels, subject to certain geographical restrictions and an upper limit of 49% of any investment round. The fund is not open to direct approaches from individual businesses and those seeking investment should first secure the interest of the business angel syndicate or network. 
Businesses seeking investment can find more information on business angels, syndicates and networks from the British Business Angels Association website.

http://www.angelcofund.co.uk/
Football Foundation Opens its Grow the Game Funding Programme (England)

The Football Foundation has announced that it is accepting applications for funding through its “Grow the Game” programme.  
Through the programme, funding of up to £5,000 is available for projects that increase participation by both players and volunteers within the game.   Applications are welcome from organisations that are 'not for profit' and planning to set up two new football teams over the next two years. To be eligible for funding organisations must have a signed constitution (with a dissolution clause), child protection policy, equal opportunities policy, bank statement and income/expenditure records. 
The type of activities that can be funded include (but are not limited to): 
· Facility hire
· Hire of FA qualified coaches
· Referees fees
· CRB checks
· Affiliation fees
· Promotion and publicity; etc.  
The closing date for applications is the 6th March 2012.

http://www.footballfoundation.org.uk/apply/grow-the-game/
                                       Other Grants Online websites include:
Local Authority Local Funding Portals  –  www.grants4.info
Grants 4 Schools – www.grants4schools.info
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